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_ InaHouston Chronicle report,

juveniles ripled from 1985 to 1993,
Afier the House approved the
measure, Gov. George W. Bush, said,
“I'm wery happy. llllhlit'npod
bill.” Bush advocated
visions of the bill during

Eummumum
at which juveniles can be tried as
adults would be lowered from 15 to
14; more than a dozen felonies would
hﬁdudnhhmm

juvenile boards and judges to apply 0 votes to
offenders;

sAllow fingerprinting and photo-
ing of juveniles accused of a
or a misdemeanor punishable

by a jail erm; and
*Establish a staewide computer
database for the juvenile justice sys-
mhmwhmw

The bill would require $14.8 mil-
lion in tax-backed bond 0
expand the Texas Youth st
capacity by 1,448 during the 1996-97
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8-4 against it after Lt. Gov. Bob Bul-
him.

The vote stopped further consid-
uﬁmufthuhleinﬂuwmhg-
islative session. Had it passed on a
two-thirds vote of the Senate of
House, Texas voters would have seen
the proposed amendment on a state-
wide ballot this fall.

Casino companies reportedly
budgeted sbout $1 million 1o pay lob-
byists this session.

The lobbyists were able to get a
hearing on a casino gambling bill by
Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston,
against Bullock’s wishes.

Bullock said he told the lobbyists
to first make sure they had enough
pass the measure before they
“wasted” the Senate’s time with a
committee hearing,

Two days after the commities
voled down Ellis's bill, 15 senators
united to rebuke casino lobbyist Lioyd
Criss, a former state representative
from LaMarque. Criss raised ire when
he asked whether Bullock got the
committee to kill the bill because his
paliamentarian, Bob Johnson, has
sons who are part-owners of the Gulf
Greyhound Park. Johnson's sons also

are dog track lobbyists and oppose

Bill Moves
Senate unanimously ap-
m&nm by Sen. Judith
D-Laredo, that would bar
courts from dropping a case because a
rape victim refuses to submit 1o a lie
detector test.

Three similar bills have been ap-
proved by the Senate, buteach died in
the House Calendars Committee.

Because the bill is being sent to the
House earlier than in past legislative
sesgions, Zaffirini sad, it stands a
bener chance of succeeding, coupled
with the fact that Rep. Debra Danburg,
D-Houston, has sponsored a compan-
ion bill.

In 1989, another such bill by Zaf-
firini was approved, but then-Gov.
Bill Clements vetoed it when some
mfﬁmnuhﬁwdmwdimm

A&M - UT Swap Plan Chills

Meanwhile, Zaffirini's plan o0
place Laredo’s Texas A&M Interna-
tional University under the University
of Texas system, which the Senate
approved two weeks ago, apparently
is in for a bumpy ride as it moves to the
House.

Zaffirifl contends that putting the
university under the UT system would
enhance the study of bonder health
issues, but Sen. Jeff Wentworth, R-
San Antonio, said, “It doesn't ring
true."

And Texas A&M Chancellor
Barry Thompson promised to fight the
bill -in the House, calling it “poor
public policy.”

The Houston Chronicle reported
that a tense relationship between Zaf-
firini and TAMIU President Leo
Sayavedra may be at the heart of the
matter.

(See Highlights, Page 4
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More on the Hospital Tax District...

Economic justification

There is no question thateachof us
canjustify the Eagle Lake Community

as convenient as possible, whether it
be for ourselves, our kids, or for our
older relatives and friends. The reality
of life is that we must look beyond our
passions and emotions and search for
an answer 0 the practical question:
CAN WE AFFORD IT?

Our community already looks to

the Federal level of government for
support in our everyday endeavors.
We read the papers and waich the
news every day to see debates con-
cerning ways the Federal government
can extract isself from many of the
costly programs that we have grown
used to, So, letus consider the hospital
from a standpoint of those who use it
and who depend on it, not from the
standpoint of all those we may cause
to be involved,

In late 1994, Eagle Lake Commu-
nity Hospital commissioned a feasi-
bility study to determine just what
kind of health care facility the commu-
nity could support economically. The
study was done by Memorial Health
Care Systems. Three models were
studied: an acute care facility such as
currently exists; an ambulatory health
center; and a short-stay hospital, The
study concluded that:

(1) the Eagle Lake community
does not provide sufficient (patient)
volumes for the continued viability of
comprehensive self-supporting health
care services;

(2) the Eagle Lake community
does not provide sufficient (patient)
volumes to support viability of either
and ambulatory health center or a
short-stay hospital; and

(3) in order to preserve acute and
comprehengive health care within
Colorado County, it must be address-
ed as a county-wide issue.

These conclusions were based on
existing market share wends, the
population and economic growth pat-
terns in the County, and the future of
health care delivery. Of all the people
from Colorado County who were in-
patients in a hospital, Eagle Lake
Community Hospital's share was
3% in 1991, declining 10 20% in
1992, and to 15% in 1993,

Eagle Lake Community Hospital
has 49 patient beds available and cur-
rently has an occ y rate of about
20%. Columbus ity Hospital
has 400 patient beds available and
currently has an occupancy rate of
about 25%. Colorado-Fayette Hospi-
tal in Weimar has 38 beds available
with a current occupancy rate of about
20%. So, Colorado County as a whole
currently has 127 patient beds avail-
able and about 26 are being used.

The Memorial study indicates a
county-wide need for 48 beds, but

Submitted by Bill Wilson
points out that at least a third of these
badawmﬂhuundh]rplumumﬂ!
ing more services than
those provided by any of the inpatient
facilities in the County. A projection
of rates reported by the most heavily
managed care environments drops the
need to only 15 beds.

When I inquired as to the Eagle
Lake and Columbus communities'
willingness 10 combine their health
care activities, | was told that Colum-
bus had turned down the idea outright.

As 1o voluntary cooperation be-
{ween the various communities in the

County, it seems very remote. Older

residents had much rather talk about
past competitive sports and even Sat-
urday night brawls among the com-
munities’ residents than ways in
which they can cooperate.

As one who has lived in both Co-
lumbus and Eagle Lake, I have dis-
cussed cooperation of health care fa-
cilities with residents from both com-
munities recently. Both communities
agree that they should cooperate, but
both want the ion to be based
on using their own particular facili-
ties. | think it is worth noting that one
of the board members of Eagle Lake

Conflicting interests...

Community Hospital and a main
player in decisions regarding the
Hospital in the past, in the present, and
recently told me that he had no inten-
tion of having the Hospital continue as
is. Most everyone realizes that change
has to occur,

Several people have come up
me recently and told me they under-
stand that I am opposed to a Hospital
District, and they add, “but of course
you have no altemative to offer.” I ran
an ad in The Headlight stating that |
thought there was a reasonable alter-
native, The Health Trust Inc. proposal
was supporied by some of the hospital
board members. | think the proposal
was about as good as the community
can do short of a Hospital District.

The opponents of the plan say that
since it was for only five years, cer-
tainly Health Trust Inc. would close
down the Hospital at the end of that
time. Five years is a pretty long com-
mitment for a corporation or an indi-
vidual. I was told that the com-
mumity's mainstay physician only
promised the hospital board that he
would stay for five years.

(SeeJustification, Page 4)

Prairie chickens
and hospitals

The past weekend was certainly an
uplifting experience for me. It is nice
to see the town spiffed up and every-
one getting out w0 celebrate our com-
munity, So what if the guest of honor
is & bird we will probably never see.
The cause is worthy, and the potential
benefit to the community is consider-
able!

As | have thought of this weekend,
I have wanted to draw a comparison
between the endangered bird and the
endangered hospital. Unfortunately, a
direct comparison can’t be made. You
seq, the bird is at risk because it hasn’
been able to adapt. The decreasing
range, increasing predation, and toxic
chemicals have played havoc with it
range. It is up 1© us to adjust these
faciors for the bird.

The hospital, on the other hand,
can and must adapt to survive in the
future, We can't get the “range” back
the way it was when things were going
well. Obviously, | have a conflict of
interest on this, and 3 bias when jt
comes to this facility; but if the plan
were just to preserve the old and try to
hold on to the past, [ couldn't support
it

The fact is, however, that this fa-

:-ﬁl‘lﬂmqmﬂl}
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safe and dependable source of
energy.

cility need not be a mastodon or a
prairic chicken caughtin an extinction
vortex, Instead, we must adapt it to the
future. That means there must be fi-
nancial support from the community
and a dedication on the part of the
elected representatives to shape it into
a facility for the future of this area.

This should include sharing serv-
ices with other facilities and down-
sizing other facilities, as well as possi-
bly developing developing new facili-
ties such as rural health clinics 1o serve
our out-lying communities.

In the end, the hospital may in fact
look like the “Health Trust” proposal,
but its future will be tied to the support
and decision of the community, as
opposed to an outside for-profit entity.

I think the prairie chicken has a
chance with our support and s0 does
the hospital. However, if we fail 10
support them, and if they do fail 10
adapt, neither has achance. And, in the
end, it will be a loss for all of us...

whether we have experienced them or
noL
Sincerely,
R. Russell Thomas Jr.
Citizen of Eagle Lake

Z/
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Scott selected
‘Lady of the Year’

Alpha Delta Phi and Xi Pi Psi
chapiers of Beta Sigma Phi honored
Mrs. T.W. Scott, 1995 Lady of the
Year, with acoffee at the lovely prairie
home of Anna Mae Wiese on Saturday
moming, March 18.

Many of the past Ladies of the
Year joined members li:ll'lﬂpllml'l'l-lﬂ
celebrate the occasion.

Special invited guests were family
members; daughters, Pat Stapleton
and Wanda Davidson; daughter-
law, Coleen Scot, and granddaughter,
Lisa Colgin.

Emie Sommeriatte welcomed the
group and wld everyone of Mrs.
Scott's many activities,

Mrs. T.W, "Jimmie” Scott, Lady
of the Year, moved to Eagle Lake on
March 2, 1945,

She has three children; Tommy
Scon, Pat Supleton and Wanda
Davidson. She has six grandchildren,
nine great-grandchildren and one
great, great granddaug hter,

Mrs. Scott has been very active in
the community and has been a mem-
ber of the First Baptist Church since
moving to Eagle Lake.

As a member, she taught Sunday
School for 12 years, was secretary-
treasurer of WMU for 12 years and is
secretary treasurer of the Dorcas Sun-
day School class.

She has been secretary of Lakeside

Cemetery for 29 years.

She was bookkeeper for Mr.
James L. Adkins for over seven years.

Mrs. Scott operated Scoit's Snack
Shack for more than eight years.

She is an active member of the
Pink Ladies of which she has been first
or second vice-president for eight
consecutive years.

She has been in Eastern Star for 45
years, serving as Chaplin for many of

in- them. When the Eastern Star ¢

disbanded in Eagle Lake, she joined
the one in Sealy.

The sorority is sure she has done
things for people that they know noth-
ing about.

As you can tell, Mrs. Scoit is very
deserving to be the Lady of the Year
for 1995,

Denise Cook and Robin Thomas
presented Scott with an official Lady
of the Year brooch and a certificate of
award.

Tasty refreshments of punch, cof-
fee, fresh fruit and baked goodies were
served from a bountiful table accentad
by a lovely yellow rise arrangement.

From Attwater’s Prairie Chicken Refuge...

Let’s

Have you ever wondered why an
animal has a peculiar shaped tail, or
why a bird has a sorange looking bill or
strange looking feet? There are many
animals and birds in the world that
have “weird" parts; however, there is
a reason for their uniqueness.

These animals and birds have a
different tail, bill, or pair of feet o
better survive in their environment
They have developed adaptations
according (o their needs.

Let's take a look at several of these
adaptations, concentrating mainly on
bird kills and bird feet.

Although there are over 20 differ-
ent kinds of bird bills, a partial list
includes recurved, conical, hy-
pognathous and hooked types. Each
type directly reflects what the bird eats
and/or how the bird caiches its food.

For example, a recurved bill (one
that curves upward) aides the Ameri-
can avocet, a shorebird, find crusta-
ceans with a sweeping movement in
shallow pools of water.

On the other hand, a conical bill

Decd: Emma B. Hay o Don E. Suacy,
el ux, 0.553) scre, in the Cit;r nl‘ Colum-
bus, Block No. 32, part of Lots
Nos. 2 3, 5 & 6; filed 2-10-95,

Deed: Ruth Arhn:Trnilu:k.ﬂvirm
Gordon V. Maenz etuxund. int. in 83,425
acres and casement in the William Freils
Survey, A-No. 208; 2-10-95.

Deed: Gordon V. Maertz, &t ux o Ruth
Arieoe Trojacek, et vir, 104.85 acres, out
oIth:WilluanﬂsSwnr A-208;2-10-

Duad Gordon V. Hlm:.mnmhl.h
Arlene Trojacek, et vir 21 425 out of the
William Preils Survey, A-208; 2-10-95,

Deed: Gordon V, Maertz, e ux 1o Don
H, Roberts, et ux, 62.00 scres out of the

Alpha Deita Phi and Xi Pi Psi chapters of Beta Sigma Phi selected Mrs.
T.W. Scott as their 1995 Lady of the Year. She was honored with a coffee

on Saturday, March 18,

By Terry A. Rossignol, Assistant Refuge Manager

(cone shaped) is used to crush seed,
the main diet of the cardinal.

A wvery unusual bill is a hypo-
gnathous type, found on the black
skimmer, a water bird that inhabits
only the coastal waters of the Gulf of
Mexico and Atlantic Ocean. No other
bird but the skimmer has a bill in
which the lower mandible, or jaw, 5
longer than the upper mandible. This
type of bill enables the bird to literally
skim along the top of the water to feed.

A hooked bill, one in which the
upper mandible extends beyond fhe
lower mandible, i5 found on seyéral
hawk species. This kind of bill indi-
cates that these birds eat meat includ-
ing rats, rabbits and other small
mammals. With this kind of bill,
hawks can easily tear the flesh of their
prey into bite-size pieces.

Just a5 there are many différeni
kinds of bill types in the bird world,
there are also many different types of
feet as well, Although feet types can
be classified into ten different groups,
let's discuss the three following

groups: anisodactyl, zygodactyl and
palmate. The anisodactyl type of foot

15 considered the “typical” foot type deep

for birds with one toe directed posteri-
orly, or backwards and the other three
toes pointing in a forward direction.
The American Robin is an excellent
example of this kind of foot type.
The palmate or webbed type of
foot is the most common type of
swimming foot. For ths type of foot,
the toes are united by ample webs, as
in loons, ducks, gulls and penguins.

ELCH Patients

ADMISSIONS

Eagle Lake: Edward Priesmeyer,
Frieda Cochran, Donald Spears, Evelyn
Redmond, Trino Maldonado; Columbus:
Mary Grieves, Jessie Alley, Christi Veng-
haus & Eahy Boy, Wallis: Agnes
Pusicjovosky; Weimar: Regins Williams
& Baby Boy,

DISMISSALS
Eagle Lake: Mary Lou Birdwell, Joa-

Posha shows his stuff at benefit

By Lynda Appeht
Contributing Writer

Eagle Lake's canine patrol officer,
Posha, recently demonstrated his
building search and attack skills at the
Eagle Lake Crime Stoppers’ annual
benefit.

K-9 Officer Jack Knox directed
Posha through a search for controlled
substances hidden in carons around
the K.C. Hall.

On command, Posha also found a
hidden “suspect” and detained him
until Knox orders otherwise,

Officer Baklik assisted in
the role of nu:pu:t"

Knox and Posha, who travel as a
two-man unit, also demonstrated the
protection afford Knox should anyone
attempt to become abusive or physical
with the officer.

According 0 Knox, Posha is one &
of only a few canines adept in narcot-
ics, building search gnd attack. He was
personally trained by Knox.

*Word has it that a local retired

It myhuhlhip.cnltu:—o—w,hlm
Knox and his canine, Posha, do together is aimed at training and/or
mﬁﬂﬂ;umw.wmqm‘“

Sealy: 885-3549

WWimau&Sons,lnc

Officer Jack

Sealy Direct: 234-5312

234-3314

Schindler LPG, Inc.

Eagle Lake

The First National Bank

Bible Verse
of the Week

“Faifh is the subsiance of things
hoped for. the evidence of things not
s —Hebmems 1L by
Neddy Phillips

Member F.D.I.C.

Bank of Friendly Service  Eagle Lake

Lissie, Texas

Lissie Flying
Farmer to Farmer Agriculture Flying

Service

Phoio Courtesy of Beta Sigma Phi

look at bird adaptations

Webbed feet make for the most effi-
cient method of paddling through
Waler.

Alihough only the bills and feet of
birds were discussed, other parts in-
cluding wings, tails and plumage play
an important role in every bird's sur-
vival, That is what makes each bird so
unigue. No two species are exactly
alike. This fact should compel man-
kind to diligently protect all bird spe-
cies 5o that everyone may enjoy their
beauty and uniqueness,

Week ending 3-26-95

quina Morales, Susie Hearne, Shelia Fos-
ter, Jessica Hodde & Baby Girl, Ruby
Linnemier; also,

El Campo: Venus Smith & Baby Girl,
Garwood: Laura Hemandez, Heidi Fellers
& Baby Girl; Lissie: Adolph Vasina;
Sealy: Jewel Cloud; Wallis: Joe Vykukal,

William Freils Survey, A-208; 2-10-95.

Decd: Kevin Gene etal o
lames W. Schoeider, et ux, 18 af
the Memorial Oaks Subdivision, Section

Il w the City of Columbus, » part of th
W.B. Dewees Survey, A-18; 1-10-95.

Dieed; James R. Bell to Thomas ), Axel
Sr., et ux, und. in. in two (2) tracts Part of
Lots 1&2 in Block BD in the Town of
Columbus; 2-13-95.

Gift Deed: Linda Aurich o Daniel
Kmlﬁ:mhﬂﬁﬁnwimﬂ
the P.R. Splane League, A-41; \

Gift Deed: Linda Aurich to Kimberly

, life estate in 65 56 acres tract out of
the P.R. Splaoe League, A-41; 2-13-95,

Decd: Gertrude Slovak 1o C_H. Poller
Ir., etux, ractof land situaied in the Town
of Columbus, part of the E. Tumlinson
League, A-44; 2-13-95.

Deed: C.C. Harris Ir., et al v Richard
. Harris, et al, two (2) tracts of land out of
the 1.G. O'Farrell - 2-13-95,

Decd: Edward H. Gold, et ux o Albert
Gold, und. inL in 150 acres out of the
Conrad Gugens League, A-224; 2-14-95,

Deed: Linda Aurich 1o Lelds Peschel,
el vir, life estate in 131.73 acres oul of the
PR. Splane League, A-41; 2-14-95,

OIL, GAS AND MINERAL LEASES

Roy A. Van Non, et ux to Shell West-
ern E&P Inc, 20.00 acres oul of the
Walker Wilson Survey, A-602; filed 2-9-
95.

Anna M. Anstry 1o Cabot Oil & Gas
Production Carp., tracts in Lavacs, Colo-
mdo, Jackson and Wharion Countics; 2-
10-95,

Hylda Rabe! Trust lo Magnum Pro-
ducing & Operating Co., 10 acres, oul of
the Samuel Fowler Survey, A-211; 2-13-
B5,

Florende L. Stiles o Magnum Produc-
ing & Operating Co., 20 acres out of the
Samuel Fowler Survey, A-211;2-13-95,

Estate of labella 8. Morrison o Mag-
num Producing & ing Co., 60.00ul
of the Samuel Fowler Survey, A-211; 2-
13-95,

Alton O. Lust, et ux to Magnum Pro-
ducing & Operating Co., 20 acres out of
the Harvey Morey Survey, A-T30, 2-13-
95 -

John Martin Smith to Magnum Pro-
ducing & Operating Co., 40 acres oul of
the Samuel Fowler Survey, A-211; 2-13-
05,

Kenneth Melendy o Magoum Pro-
ducing & Operating Co., 10 acres out of
the Samuel Fowler Survey, A-211; 2-13-
93,

Donna Johnson to Magnum Produc-
ing & Operating Co., 10 acres oul of the
Samuel -uwl::fSqu' A-211;2-13-95.

Donna Johnson o Magnum Produc-
ing & Operating Co., 10 acres out of the
Samuel Fowler Survey, A-211;2-13-85,

Emest Scoit, et al to Dynamic Produc-
tion Inc., 218.5 acres out of the Charles
Larbalatier Survey; 2-13-95.

W_.E. Strunk, et ux to Dynamic Pro-

duction Inc., 200 acres out of the Charles  berg

Larbalatier Survey, A-392; 2-13-95.
Estaie of Mildred C. Yelderman o
Harry H. Cullen, Two (2) tracts of land out
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court cosis, ooe year probation, with juil
time credited.
Jwﬂmhlumﬁm.dnﬂ
endant

imoxicated (DWI), defendant plead
guilty. Court found the defendant guilty,
fined $750, plus court costs, two yean
probation, 60 days in jail, 80 hours com-

dant pled guilty. Court found the defen-
dant guilty, fined $750, plus court costs, 60
days jail time, two years probation with 80
howurs of community service.
CASES FILED

Jeflery Lynn Douglas, Columbus,
DWLS; filed 3-17-95.

Jeffery Lyon Douglas, Columbus,
DWI: 3-17-95.

Douglas Ivan Feldt, Houston, posses-
sion of marijuana; 3-17-95,

Prajedes Jaramillo Jr., Eagle Lake,
pssault; 3-17-95.

Craig Waddell, New Ulm, DWT; 3-17-
95,

DISTRICT COURT
DIVORCES FILED

Julie Allison Whisnal and Bobby Lee
Whisnat; filed 3-13-95.

Melissa Gaye Hemandez and Inno-
cence Hernandez; 3-13-95,

Claudia Avila and Jesus Humberto
Gutierrez; 3-16-93.

Amos Bonds Smith and Teri Michelle
Smith; 1-16-95,

Muary Martinez and Alfred Yargas; 3-
16-935.

Rhonda Jean Ebarma and Richand
Horta Ebarra; 3-17-95.

MARRIAGE LICENSE
APPLICATIONS
Elroy Jaseph Wright, 30, of Glidden,
and Slr.in:y G. 3, of Schulen-

Alphonso Nickolas, 82, of Kemple-
toa, [1L, and Margie Chovanec Kneblick
66, of Weimar.
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CELLULARONE®

Of Mid South Texas

Has A TEXAS-SIZED Secret...

To BRevealed April lst!_

1611 N. Mechanic + E| Campo - 409-543-1922

--------------------------------------------------------

—TEMPLE BEREA: 62} Maple Sueel, Eagle Lake. Rev.
ROCK ISLAND FULL GOSPEL: P.O. Box 232, Rock

Island; 234-5840; Nick Williams, Pastor
East E

BETHELEM de JUDEA ASSEMBLEA de DIOS: 1000

ML Zion). Rev. R.L. Carter
:{a'r'm'r- . Clifford Roser.
nurum:mn m:amﬁﬂ Lake. Rev.
FRIENDSHIP m:wmmhmm,

REVIVAL:

.........................................
..................................................................................................................

Attend the Church of Your Choice...

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH: Esst Bernard.
OUR LADY OF mumuma::r- Eddie




